A AT 99 IREg
"-'-'—l_?; PRESS COUNCIL OF INDIA
g qAAT Wad, 8 |Hi ST 3. wiraay,

ardt e, 7% Rt - 110 003
Soochna Bhawan, 8 — CGO Complex,
S T e Lodhi Road,New Delhi — 110 003
[ TR T Uiy .
\‘3{ | PRESS COUNCIL Of INDIA 5
.-’r i N == §
PR/15/2025—PCl Dated: 31.10.2025

PRESS RELEASE

Press Council of India advises media to abide by the provisions of Section
126A of Representation of the People Act, 1951 and Guidelines of Press
Council of India on ‘Pre—Poll’ and ‘Exit—Polls’ during the upcoming
General Elections to the Legislative Assembly of Bihar and Bye-election
to 8 (Eight) Assembly Constituencies of Jammu and Kashmir, Rajasthan,
Jharkhand, Telangana, Punjab, Mizoram and Odisha

In wake of the upcoming General Llections to the Legislative Assembly of
Bihar and Bye-election to 8 (Eight) Assembly Constituencies of Jammu and Kashmir,
Rajasthan, Jharkhand, Telangana, Punjab, Mizoram and Odisha, the Press Council of
India advises the print media to take note of Section 126A of the Representation of
the People Act, 1951 i.c. Restriction on publication and dissemination of result of exit
polls, etc -

1) No person shall conduet any exit poll and publish or publicize by means of the
print or electronic media or disseminate in any other manner, whatsoever, the
result of any exit poll during such period, as mayv be notified by the Election
Commission in this regard.

2) For the purposes of sub-section (1), the Election Commission shall, by a

general order, notify the date and time having due regard to the following,
namely:--

a. 1n case of a general clection, the period may commence from the beginning
of the hours fixed for poll on the first day of poll and continue till half an
hour after closing of the poll in all the States and Union territories;

in case of a bye-election or a number of bye clections held together, the
period may commence from the beginning of the hours fixed for poll on
and from the first day of poll and continue till half an hour after closing of
the poll:

Provided that in case of @ number of bye-clections held together on different
ddys the period may commence from the beginning of the hours fixed for poll
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on the first day of poll and continue till half an hour after closing of the last
poll.

¢. Any person who contravenes the provisions of this secction shall be
punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend to two years or
with fine or with both.

Further, the Print Media may take note of Press Council of India’s Guidelines
on ‘Pre-poll” and ‘Exit-polls’ as stated in Guidelines on Specific Issues in Part B (e) (ii)
of the Norms of Journalistic Conduct, 2022 Edition, which reads as follows:

“The Press Council advises that in view of the crucial position
occupied by the electoral process in a representative democracy like
ours, the newspapers should be on guard against their precious forum
being used for distortions and manipulations of the elections. This has
become necessary Lo emphasize today since the print media is sought to
be increasingly exploited by the interested individuals and groups to
misguide and mislead the unwary volers by subtle and nol so subtle
propaganda on casteist, religious and ethnic basis as well as by the use
of sophisticated means like the alleged pre-poll surveys. While the
communal and seditious propaganda is not difficult to detect in many
cases, the interested use of the pre-poll survey, sometimes deliberately
planted, is not so easy to uncover. The Press Council, therefore, suggests
that whenever the newspapers publish pre-poll surveys, they should
take care lo preface them conspicuously by indicaling the instilutions
which have carried such surveys, the individuals and organizations
which have commissioned the surveys, the size and nature of sample
selected, the method of selection of the sample for the [findings and the
possible margin of error in the findings.

3. Further in the event of staggered poll dales, the media is seen Lo carry exit-
poll surveys of the polls already held. This is likely to influence the voters
where the polling is yel to commence. With a view to ensure that the
electoral process is kept pure and the volers’ minds are not influenced by
any external factors, il is necessary thal the media does not publish the exit
poll surveys till the last poll is held. o
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4. The Press Council, therefore, requests the Press lo abide by the following
guideline in respect of the exilt polls:

Guideline: No newspaper shall publish exit-poll
surveys, however, genuine they may be, till the
last of the polls is over.”

In view of Section 126 of the Representation of People Act, 1951 and Guidelines
of Press Council of India on ‘Pre-Poll’ and ‘Exit-Polls’ as stated in Norms of
Journalistic Conduct, 2022 of Press Council of India, the Print Media is hereby
advised not to publish/publicise any such news in the restricted period between 7:00
AM on 6" November, 2025 (Thursday) and 6:30 P.M. on 11" November, 2025
(Tuesday) during General Elections to the Legislative Assembly of Bihar and Bye-
election to 8 (Eight) Assembly Constituencies of Jammu and Kashmir, Rajasthan,
Jharkhand, Teclangana, Punjab, Mizoram and Odisha, to ensure free and fair
elections.
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