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About the Press Council of India

The Press Council of India was first set up in the year 1966 on the
recommendations of the First Press Commission with twin objects of
“preserving the freedom of the press” and of “maintaining the standards
of newspaper and the news agencies in India”. The Council is a quasi-
judicial body which exercises over the authority’s jurisdiction as well the
press. It adjudicates the complaints against and by the Press for violation
of ethics and for violation of the freedom of the press, respectively.

The Press Council is headed by a Chairman, who has by convention,
been a retired judge of the Supreme Court of India. The Council consists
of 28 other members of whom 20 represent the press, five are from the
two Houses of Parliament and three are from the cultural, literary and
legal fields and are nominated by the University Grants Commission, the
Sahitya Academy and the Bar Council of India, respectively. The term of
the Chairman and the members is three years.

The Council fund comes from the fee levied on newspapers/news
agencies/periodicals in the country on the basis of their circulation. No fee
is levied on newspapers/news agencies/periodicals having circulation less
than 25000 copies. The deficit is made good by way of grant-in-aid from
Central Government.

Procedure for filing the complaint
Complaints against the Press

It is open to any person to lodge a complaint with the Press Council
against newspapers/news agencies/periodicals for breach of the recognized
ethical canons of journalistic propriety and taste. The complainant need not
necessarily be the person aggrieved or directly involved. The breach may
be in the publications or non-publication of a news-item or statement, or
othermaterial, like cartoons, pictures, photographs, strips or advertisements
which are published in a newspaper/periodical. Cases can also be initiated
by any member of the public against any professional misconduct by an
editor, working journalist, staff of a newspaper or engaged in freelance



work. There can also be a complaint against any matter transmitted by a
news agency by any means whatsoever.

By virtue of the Press Council (Procedure for Inquiry) Regulations,
1979, complaint shall be lodged with the Council within the following
periods.

(i) Dailies, News agencies and weeklies within two months.

(i1)) In other cases within four months.

Provided that a relevant publication of an earlier date may be referred
to in the complaint.

Write to the Editor First

It is requirement of the Inquiry Regulations that the complainant
should initially write to the editor of the newspapers/news agencies/
periodicals drawing his attention to what the complainant considers
to be a breach of journalistic ethics or against public taste. Such prior
reference to the editor affords him an opportunity to deal with the
matter in the first instance and thus allows the respondent to take such
remedial action as he might consider appropriate before the complaint
is lodged with the Council. This rule is necessary because it acquaints
the editor with identity of his accuser and details of the complaint. It is
conceivable that in some instances, the complainant has been wrongly
informed or has misinterpreted the facts. In others, it may be a case
of inadvertent error which the editor is only too ready to admit and
correct. If the would-be complainant is satisfied, that would be the end
of the matter.

Where, after reference to the newspapers/news agencies/periodicals
the person desires to proceed with the complaint, he should enclose
with his complaint copies of correspondence with the editor, if no reply
has been received from the editor, the fact should be mentioned in the
complaint.

The complainant has to give the name and address of the newspapers/
news agencies/periodicals editor or journalist against whom the complaint
is directed. A clipping of the matter or news-items complained of, in
original or self-attested copy (English translation, if the news item(s) is



in Indian language) should accompany the complaint. The complainant
has to state in what manner the passage or news-items or the material
complained of is objectionable. He should also supply other relevant
particulars, if any.

In the case of a complaint against non-publication of material, the
complainant will, of course, say how that constitutes a breach of journalistic
ethics.

The Council cannot deal with any matter which is sub-judice in
the court of law. The complainant has to declare that “to the best of
his knowledge and belief he has placed all the relevant facts before the
Council and that no proceedings are pending in any court of law in respect
of any matter alleged in the complaint.” A declaration that “he shall notify
the Council forthwith if during the pendency of the inquiry before the
Council any matter alleged in the complaint becomes subject matter of
any proceedings in a court of law” is also necessary.

Complaints regarding oppression to Press Freedom

Newspapers/news agencies/periodicals, a journalist or any institution
or individual can complain against Central or State Government or any
organization or person for interference with free functioning of the press
or encroachment on the freedom of the press. Such complaints should
contain full particulars of the alleged infringement whereupon the Council

shall follow the procedure of inquiry set out herein above so far as may
be.

The opinion expressed by the Council sub serves two useful
purposes, namely (i) that any abuse of press freedom does not pass
without anybody noticing it or raising a finger or protest, and (ii)
that the press should not in its own interest indulge in scurrilous or
other objectionable writings considered below the level of recognized
standards of journalistic ethics by a fair minded jury like the Council
constituted of the press itself, for it would lead to degradation of the
much prized freedom of the press.



Address Your Complaints or Enquiries to :

The Secretary,

Press Council of India

Soochna Bhawan, 8, C.G.O. Complex,

Lodhi Road, New Delhi - 110 003.

Phone  : 011-24366404/05 (Extn. 116, 111, 316)

Fax 1 24368725

Email : secy-pci@nic.in, pcibppcomplaint@gmail.com;
so.meetings-pci@gov.in

Website : www.presscouncil.nic.in

The Annual Reports and the Quarterly Reviews of the Council
provide information on activities of the Council. Current issues of these are
available free of cost from the above address and also in the aforementioned
website.
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Foreword

The PCI Review, a Quarterly Journal, encapsulates the events and
activities pursued by the Council in carrying out its mandate to preserve
the freedom of Press and improve the standards of Press in India. The
Report is a reflection of the quasi-judicial and advisory activities being
pursued to pave the road for future endeavours and improvements in the
media functioning.

During this Quarter, vide Gazette Notification dated 6.10.2021,
Ministry of Information & Broadcasting, in pursuance of sub section 5
of section 5 of the Press Council Act, 1978 notified the names of twenty
two members for fourteenth term of the Council. Further, vide letter dated
23.10.2021, Shri Vinod K. Jose, Member in pursuance of sub section 5
of section 5 of the said Act, tendered his resignation from being member
of the Council and same was accepted by the then Hon’ble Chairman,
Mr. Justice Chandramauli Kumar Prasad on 25.10.2021. The process of
filling up the said vacancy has been started and will be finalised once the
Chairman of the Council is notified. For now, with the said notification
and resignation has resulted seven vacancies in fourteenth term of the
Council.

Thereafter, vide Gazette Notification dated 11.11.2021, Ministry of
Information & Broadcasting, in pursuance of sub section 5 of section 5
of the Press Council Act, 1978 notified the name of one more member for
fourteenth term of the Council. By said notification filled one vacancy
amongst seven is filled and six vacancies remained vacant during this
quarter.

As per proviso to sub section 1 of section 6 of the aforementioned
Act, the term of the Hon’ble Chairman, Mr. Justice Chandramauli Kumar
Prasad notified vide Gazette Notification dated 22.05.2018 ended on
21.11.2021.

The Council observed National Press Day on 16™ November,
having deliberations on the topic “Who is Not Afraid of Media?”.
The Guest of Honour and Speaker of the event was Mr. Swaminathan
Gurumurthy, an Eminent Journalist and Author.



This issue does not contain adjudication rendered by the Council
as no recommendations of the Inquiry Committees were pending for
ratification by the 14th term of the Council. It took suo-motu cognizance
into 3 matters of inroad into press freedom. Details of these and action
taken can be accessed on the website of the Press Council of India.

The Council while conducting its first meeting of the fourteenth
Council on 26.10.2021, nominated two alternate members for the Press
Registration and Appellate Board, however, as term of the Hon’ble
Chairman ended on 21.11.2021, no hearing took place during the
quarter.

Hereby, the quarterly journal is presented to the readers as an
informative reference record to further the objectives of establishment
of the Press Council of India.
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Report on National Press Day, 2021
November 16, 2021

“Who is Not Afraid of Media?”

National Press Day, the November 16 is symbolic of a free and
responsible press in India. This was the day on which the Press Council
of India started functioning. This year the Council held seminar at the
Constitution Club of India, New Delhi. The topic for deliberations was
“Who is Not Afraid of Media?”.

Shri Swaminathan Gurumurthy, Eminent Journalist and Author was
the Guest of Honour. Hon’ble Mr. Justice Chandramauli Kumar Prasad,
Chairman Press Council of India presided over the function.

Mr. Prakash Dubey, Member, while welcoming the Guest of Honour
gave the introduction to the topic for discussion with interesting perspective
relating to the present media scenario.

Shri Swaminathan Gurumurthy in his keynote address categorised
the media into five stages. One as pre-independent stage, followed by post
independent stage, third as post visual media, fourth as post liberal stage
and fifth as post social media stage. While elucidating how the media has
evolved over the years in order to answer the subject of discussion ‘Who
is Not Afraid of Media?’, he further added that in social media there is
nothing as news with responsibility. According to him, anarchy has taken
over the social media today.

He further articulated that the social media does not have the
traditional hierarchy to judge the utility of the news and its ramification
in the society. Every individual is carrier of the news with no
responsibility.

He further added that that the media’s orientation has shifted from
mission to profit and the journalists’ orientation has shifted from reporting
to comfort. With the pictorial presentation, instant news, there is no
thoughtfulness and the shift took place from readers to viewers.



After the speech, Members of the Press Council of India and other
participants took active part in interactive session with the Guest of
Honour.

The function concluded with the words of thanks by the Secretary,
Press Council of India, Smt Anupama Bhatnagar.
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Welcome Address by Shri Prakash Dubey on the Topic
“Who is Not Afraid of Media?” on
National Press Day Celebrations 2021
(16th November 2021)

3MY 9 DI TARPR | 39 AGH ¥ 31 S U 379 §a <7 I8l W HI9E &
gafely WaW Ugel 37U Ha Pl TARHR 3R & 916 THDR Hd TR §3 gY 37ede
AT dgHIel HAR TATE 3R U9 DI DI FiId ST STgUAT HSARR Sl
IR IAD qI8 aIaHH % & W@ T |

TE AT BT S BRIHA B 399 A <1 91 I8 2 6 98 ofd favrad &
e B9 AN I8 R TS R & A Al 8Idx 91 $R T I8 8 | 9’1 U
HETARY < 89 Ush g W 98d §X DR (a7 AT 59 HSMRI H 98 T AU ST
T g © AR ITH Al THABR A 2 sl= {991 S 8 U1 B qRT fan
AR D U AU S HAICT W 18 AR S <1 | W S 87 |

3ITST BT Y IFAIET AU A1 vy & Sl 37 I8l R T g & ATId oI
8T B8NTT {6 3 fawy o ofel T 41 & SR 3 fIwg R 39 a8 &1 eyl olirdl
g d 59% ol UM IfaeT ¥ 519 gl 8 R81 o a1 AWy A (T o &1 UHABRI
F PIF A8 SAT? A1 39 URYE & BAR Ydb IJHdl Fag 301 il GEThR ARR S
e auf d@ I gxe oifp far A & =y ol § sm fear @ S
U AIIT B AR UR ATST AT gaerd fhar ofier A1 feawe fhar S=id sl
fp B! 991 B "Who is not Afraid of Media?” &x 3T | T 39 dadlid I 39
v & e @1 Rafa 9 @ & o Ao g T 2

9 TRE &1 fawa € 1 931 o al & @) 9% TAfd | d8aR PIg awhl I8f
TR TE B IHdT FGfd T8l S AT 98 7 S8 W STRIIeT ol U 81T ST 1975
A TBR 1980 ATl GG H I8 AlhA BT 3R IBIT I AHI HSGH AT BT
DI TH FHY DI W D dR H & <h dler] D U 98d AR §EH I8 8l olfb
Sl G T el S 8 S W Teb 3fTSl §HAR AT © S9 @l Bl g8 Al ATG
BT BT BIANRCT TFX DI ADBR TSl Sl faf= fRIAT 8 S9! drhd de+ &I 3R
AT oTaT 2 f6 o @RT df 89 Adiel W) UgF U § f$ BlURe HIe IMeldd
AfEAT A T ST B |

S oAl eraRe Sra, # ot &1 7 78 o &ik 3 Sfua W = i ',
P RIS TH STh B WS BIF Tl I § I Uh AT R IhT 2 | SHd!
39 919 BT 91 HH 9 81 &1 39 910 Dl SsI4 dHl U 81 @7 a fea




QIS FeT A s §U & 99 AMISe §ew T f[daR a1 & 3R a1 d<n
S ud H A Ry § 2 @ uzeRar # A S B A6 @ 8 Sweed Bl '
T AT B @ 3 & AW & ofd Y S9dT J8f W Alge a8l &4 alll &

forg agd #ecayef 2

3 T 91 IR 3fd § FHe AR AHARId Y BT MU AH GAT BT
R TFSIRAT & U 98d Hecayul afth of [STsi+ ygell R Ferl Rl § fo
off T erdd WX A 3R SH®T I 150 4 ST a9 & 3R # SHPBT Sooi@
gafory o) YET & & fd avg & 3919 ond | T 9/ ded @ HIfsar | b T
TRAT © IR HifeAr f6d I SaT & SHBT IQTeRY I9dT Siad & | HEdRTd Iy
AP TP B A@IR ‘BAXN BT f2a] H FUred PR I8 I R FUET B 8¢
S foRg 2 9 S RO ST RRUAR fham 11 iR S99 Per 17 {6 s9a
forg Ar® 7 T g ReT b SIrge g9 W S| AW A " SHR PR
e | oife 978 qTac[E S9d! AT AR U] Hifd <9 Rgy fha 9 9
AT 2 5 998 918 W) At dd O bl IR &, 99 918 7 Bl fb
TH TR ATGT T AR A1 7 A1 Fell Sl ok § sl &R il 3R
AU Sw8iq ATH! A oifT S d18 S-aid Udh oI I9d & Iy g=larRdr
Ble &l 3R I of form| AeeRd |y &1 ARGETST HRIST 89 & d1doje a1
H g8 2] wFdIRAT ¥ S iR Rl u=dIRar & 59 $a18 R I=/IH Ugarl
2 98 "Eayul g |

I TdT 8T a9 2017 § TP UGBTI 5 59 9 & 50 T JATILI! A
B U Gl 9918 ol IHH AART A1 2O 31 W@l TRl &1 iR 39 oS 8d
ST Y ST AR B RYd 6 & SRNdeR 999 & A1 § iR 39 IR B Uh
HEAYUl I UM & d1Q 379 98 1 Grad & (b Faqd UFdRI 4 g Sl
2 a1 amat ReIfay o Tt B % u=aRl &7 f5el 9 <7 U 38T 2| 9 o 2
D T A favg Sarer Hfed &l 8 AT ® 89 A @ foru |

39 Y ST MUd forv & a7 981 T MYPT T BT ¢ |




Keynote Address by Shri Swaminathan Gurumurthy:-

Hon’ble Chairman of the Press Council of India, Justice C.K. Prasad
and in a manner of introducing me, making my job difficult and tough and
putting a bar on what I have to cross, Shri Prakash Dubey and Smt Anupama
Bhatnagar who has been facilitating my presence here.

I see many young journalists who may have entered the profession
beyond the time when I will be talking to you. My good friend, Mr. Balbir
Punj, Mr. Surya Prakash, they all have been colleagues of mine in the
Indian Express which made me not only a journalist but as someone who
pursued Indian public life with such intense interest regardless of the kind
of difficulties one will have to face and this preparation is not my own, this
is the preparation which the ecosystem which the Indian Express created
of which all of us have been part. In fact, Suryaprakash used to say this
is the Ramnath Goenka School of thought. You know before answering
this question ‘Who is not afraid of the Media?’, unless we trace how the
media has changed over the last 50-60 years and maybe even more, we
will not be able to find an answer to what the media is today. Is the media
itself a definable proposition, a definable institution? Has it a head? Has it
an honour? So unless you comprehend how the media has evolved over a
period. Even before Independence, how the media was?

So I would divide the development of the media into five stages. One
is the pre-independent stage. Second is the post-independent stage. Third
is the post-visual media stage. Fourth is the post-liberal accession stage.
Fifth is the post-social media stage. Unless we comprehend how the media
evolved over this period, we will not be able to understand what the media
is today. To answer this question ‘Who is afraid and who is not afraid of
the Media’, if you look at the pre-Independence period and in fact, there is
another concept which the First Press Commission postulated for the media
and people who use the media and people who assist the media to consider
what is independence of the media and what is freedom of press, it was a
beautiful exposition which many people may not be aware because these all
are in library today not even in digital form. Independence of the media is
an ideal. It is freedom from all biases, all likes and dislikes. But freedom
of media is freedom from government influence, government pressure,
government actions, government policies. So what practically is freedom
of press? Freedom of media is an ideal which, I do not think, anyone can
attempt.



So if you look at the pre-Independence Indian media, there were clearly
two defined categories of the media, two parallel media. One supporting
the freedom movement and other supporting the colonial rule. Most of the
Indian media today which is popular except one media has been the inheritor
of the freedom movement which fought for freedom, which was the part of
the freedom movement.

I remember when a newspaper crossed the 150" year, it wrote an
editorial. This newspaper has the distinction of always standing by the
stability of the rule of the Government. It stood with the British, now it is
standing with the Indian Government. This appears to be the historical pride
of that paper. Now if you look at the post-independence media, what is the
difference between the pre-independence media and the post-independence
media? In the pre-independence period, you fought for freedom from
the British (I am talking about the nationalist newspapers). In the post-
independence period, you fought for freedom from the Government. If you
look at the cases, all the cases went to the Supreme Court. First, the Indian
Express challenged the right of the Government to set up Wage Board for
newspapers. Who are you to set up? We will negotiate, we will pay or we
will not pay, we will face the strikes. Who are you to say? First effort of the
Government to interfere with the newspapers to bribe the journalists to say
we are doing it for you was an attempt to influence the media. Unfortunately,
the Supreme Court fell prey to the argument that this is a welfare measure.
There is nothing called as a welfare measure which is not a measure to bribe
people, people’s minds, orientation. So the Supreme Court accepted this
principle that Wage Board could be set up. Came the next case, ‘Sakaal’
case where the Government said I am now going to introduce a measure
to divide how much should be the advertisement space, how much should
be the news space, how much should be the price of the newspaper. The
Supreme Court struck it down saying that you cannot distinguish it like
this, it interferes with the freedom of the press. I am saying how the concept
of freedom evolved from time to time. Then came the ‘Benett Coleman
Case’ where there were restrictions put on news print because at that time
there was a huge pressure on the Foreign Exchange of India. The Supreme
Court said you cannot do anything about it. It is a right of the newspapers
to have news print because without news you cannot print, you cannot print
means you cannot speak, you cannot speak means there is no freedom. Then
came the ‘Indian Express Building Case’ where the Government said that I
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will demolish your building because you are speaking things which I don’t
like.

This is how the media passed through tough and difficult times and we
were all part of it. So it’s not an experience which you gain by reading or by
seeing. It is an experience by undergoing the pain. Lawyers used to come
and argue without fee. This should be the state of the newspapers. This was
the state of the newspapers, the media. When import duty was levied on the
Indian Express, we went and challenged it in Court. Today you are saying it
is fifteen per cent, tomorrow you can say it is fifty per cent, what will happen
to the newspapers? The Supreme Court said you cannot do it, you cannot
levy and then it was limited to some three per cent or something like that.
The matter was over. Why I am saying this is because post-Independence
media asserted its freedom granted by the Constitution of India which was
not available before 1950. So the balance between the Government and
the media was taking place in the post-Independence period for about 30-
35 years except during the emergency where what happened we all know.
It was a barbaric rule and that should not be seen as an exception. That
should always be seen as a warning. Any party which ultimately sees one
person, one family as the target for protection. That is what it will do. It has
happened all over the world. It happened all in India also and so that is the
period when the media suffered the most.

Previously if violence happened in the streets and somebody wrote a
report on that, the editor will sit and say no, we should not go in this fashion
because it will create more violence. Today violence is shown as violence
and it breeds violence because there is no thought entering between the
report and the receiver of the report. Thoughtlessness entered the media.
When the visual media took over and began leading the print media, this is
phase two. One more thing happened. In this period the newspapers became
profit oriented and the journalists became comfort oriented.

There was a time when those journalists were threatened. I recall
Ashwini Sarin because there was a news that in Morena area, girls were
being sold. We decided we should buy a woman for which we sent a
woman journalist and Ashwini Sarin and we bought a woman, presented
that woman before the media and say this is what is happening because the
news report that this was happening was denied. Indian Express actually
bought a woman and the country shook. The Government had to act. Then
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in Tihar Jail, all these things were happening. Ashwini Sarin created a law
and order situation so that he would be arrested and he would be put in
Tihar Jail for him to write a direct report. He was a ‘journalist’. So this
was all stage two in which I have seen discussions taking place where
Mulgaonkar will be objecting to a front-page advertisement, in front page
there should be no advertisement. No colour photograph in the front page.
From where to where the media has shifted., you can see, it is not only
advertisements. First four pages are only advertisements, then you will
search for where there is news. So you call this media or you call that
media? This media has also the same protection under the Constitution of
India, the same respect, we must understand. The media’s orientation has
shifted from mission to profit and the journalists’ orientation has shifted
from reporting to comfort. So this is the shift which took place in the second
and third phase of the media and with the pictorial presentation, instant
news, there is no thoughtfulness. With a result, the so-called thoughtful
print media had to follow the instant visual media. Thoughtlessness began
destroying the thoughtful media. This is the second stage and in this, the
shift took place from the readers to viewers. There was a time when Arun
Shourie would write an article of 5000 words, people will read every word
of that. Today there are no people who will read more than 500 words. You
know why? It is not that it is not happening for someone to write 2000
words but there is no reader to read that 2000 words, even 500 words is
not readable. So it is to be reduced to a capsule of 20 words to invite a
reader. If there is no reader, there is no thought and if there is no thought,
there is no media. Everything is controlled by visual media. It is a theatre.
What is happening today is theatre. Atal Bihari Vajpayee told me once.
“Guru jab patrakar puchte hain, main soch kar jawaab deta hun. Abhi
to media aaya hai, T.V. aaya hai, main sochta hun to log sochte hain
humko kuch bhi maloom nahi hai”. So even a political leader has to
speak thoughtlessly. You have put up a difficult question, I will answer
after one minute. Everybody will think that this reporter has put such
a question, this leader is struggling. Nobody will think he is thinking.
You are supposed to give thoughtless reflections. Do you understand this
media?

Now take the third thing, the Social media, Thoughtful media was
replaced by thoughtless media now it is anarchic media which has replaced
both. You know media meant what? Media meant screening the newspapers,
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filtering the newspapers voluntarily not by force. So there is an owner of
the news, you know the Supreme Court held Press Freedom under 19(1)-A
belongs to the proprietor of the newspaper. If he is a sole proprietor it belongs
to him. If he is in partnership, it belongs to the partnership. If it belongs to
the company it belongs to the majority shareholders of the company.

So, today owner, editor, journalist, the source these are the four
hierarchy of a newspaper. Somebody comes and gives you a news that Sir
such and such thing happened. The Journalist immediately will not write a
story, he will verify from two sources whether the man is a genuine man and
if this has happened he says this has happened there and a murder has taken
place then he will contact the neighbour or something nearby police station
and then he will write a story.

And then this will be seen by the editor, whether this news is worth
publishing.

It may be a true news. Is it worth publishing? Because the news says a
man of this religion killed the man of another religion. It may be the truth
but should it be published? What will happen if it is published? The editor
exercises his discretion and says no we won’t carry. Let’s assume the editor
also says let it be, carry this. The proprietor will say we don’t want to carry
this risky news, it will create problems.

This is how the news is assessed. This took place only in print media,
It doesn’t took place in visual media. You know in social media there is
nothing, it is just anarchic.

So all judicial cases everything that has happened in the past today there
is no owner to own the news, editor to edit the news, journalist to gather
and verify the news. This is the state of the media today. I don’t think print
media can escape the effect of social media, I don’t think the visual media
can escape the impact of the Social media and Social media is borderless
in a country operating within borders. So every country, every state, every
society is under tremendous pressure, Nation is at risk, National security is
at risk, Individual liberties are at risk, State and policy are at risk, judiciary
is at risk and media is also at risk. The entire world is today bothered about
Social media. To say it is media itself is a misnomer. It’s not a media at all.
To say Social media is a media is to call anarchy order. There can be no
order in Social Media. In fact they say orderlessness is freedom.
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The Supreme Court is afraid of the social media. They openly said
this. The whole world is in Chaos. Australian government is out to finish
this. Chinese government has destroyed the concept of Social media. Indian
Supreme Court said control this, pass laws. The Liberals saying No, No,
No! Liberals are the people who will equate anarchy to freedom in this
country. World over there is concern but I don’t see any concern in India
except the institutions like the Supreme Court or somebody who is affected.
So we should think about it.

What can the Press Council do? Press Council is an honourable
institution, it has its own place in the media. We must understand a nation
can be set on the boil, it happened in Burma, it happened in Sri-Lanka. It’s a
proven thing it can happen in India and India is not one country, it’s 1/6" of
humanity. If India burns, the world will burn. If India burns then there will
be no democracy in the world.

Sir you have a mechanism, you can collect facts, all over the world.
What is the opinion about social media in governments, in the judiciary, in
the media itself and what’s happening in India, what social media has done
everywhere and what should be done about it? The kind of control we have
about social media is nothing. You hold one man responsible, the man is
willing to go to jail after setting the country on fire.

You can’t do anything. So we should bring more, in fact we even have to
ban them. Do you mean to say that a country can’t exist without Facebook?
Did we not exist without Facebook?

And the present media will be happy because then they will atleast start
buying newspapers which are printed with great effort.

By one tweet today you can finish the sales of some 10 thousand copies
of some newspapers, making it unnecessary.

So, my feeling is the Press Council must think of the larger idea of how
to give meaning to the very word ‘media’ which it has lost today. A media
means there is an internal processing of the news without external control. |
am not talking about the Government, I am not even talking about the court,
I am talking about me as someone who processes the news whether this
news should be carried in the interest of a person’s reputation, in the interest
of harmony in the society, in the interest of public order, in the interest of

12



communal harmony, in the interest of friendly relations with foreign states,
in the interest of judicial institutions in contempt of court. These are all
principles which are laid down in Article 19(2) of the Constitution without
which the concept of freedom has no meaning. Today Article-19(2) is not
applicable to social media. Who is there to enforce it?

My view is the Press Council must do a thorough documentation, if
need be, engage some institutions like the IIM and other media related
institutions and see how in the last 50-60 years the media character has
changed, the news character has changed. The concept of editor is gone. So
all this will have to be re-instituted if the freedom of the media, freedom
of press has to have any meaning and has to serve a purpose otherwise it
will be anarchic, purposeless, it will make the society mad. I am telling
you today what’s happening in America. Many of you may not be closely
watching it. 40% of the American children do not know their sex because
of the gender education. Every child today thinks am I a boy or a girl. A
professor at the age of 60 declareds today I am a woman because I feel more
as a woman than as a man.

You are introducing this in the NCERT curriculum in India because
this is freedom. See the kind of chaos you will create in the mind of your
own child. You cannot universalise the world, if somebody does like that,
let them. The media has no guts to write against it today because the media
itself is unaware of it.

Even if it is aware of it, how to write something against America? We
are here to import their idea, their lifestyle, their model, their economy, their
policies. This is an assumption in the media today.

Sir I am telling you there are many youngsters here please don’t allow
this country to lapse into this kind of anarchy.

You can never recover it. You make the society anarchic, there will be
no public order, if there is no public order, there cannot be even dictatorship
leave aside democracy.

So it’s a very serious matter. I appeal to all of you particularly, the Press
Council. I would never have accepted it but for the fact that I wanted to say
this.

I request you to do something, some profound research-based
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informative, appealing and globally accepted report. It has to come from
India because whatever is published in the concept of freedom in mind,
democracy is being observed in the world.

You may not have a great record for democracy, the world has because
without Indian democracy there is no democracy in the world.

The assumption on the base of which the world is functioning today.
We have a duty, media has a role to play and I would request all of you to
see in this direction.

Thank you very much.
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Report on

Vigilance Awareness Week-2021
PRESS COUNCIL OF INDIA

1. Brief write up on the activities conducted during Vigilance
Awareness Week-2021

The Press Council of India observed Vigilance Awareness Week, 2021
from 26™ October, 2021 to 1** November, 2021 with all the employees to
fight against corruption and to promote transparency and integrity in public
life.

2. Printing of Banners on ‘Observance of Vigilance Awareness Week,
2021’

Banners on ‘Observance of Vigilance Awareness Week, 2021 were
printed and displayed at the prominent location in the premises of the
Council.
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Press Council of India
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SicEas STl A<
“\yIGILANCE AWARENESS WEEK

e WIRA @ 75: W1 ¥ e v
“ INDEPENDENT INM?G 75: SELF RELIANCE WITH IMTEGRITY”
From 26.10.2021 to 01.11.2021

3. Integrity Pledge

An online integrity pledge was taken on 26.10.2021 by the employees
of the Council for committing to uphold highest standards of honesty and
integrity and to follow probity and rule of law in all walks of life.

4. Activities/events organised within the organisation:

A slogan writing competition on Anti- Corruption in English/Hindi
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Language was organised in the Council on 29.10.2021 and employees of
the Council were encouraged to participate in the competition. The best
three winners were selected by the Committee for the purpose and prizes
were awarded to the best three winners as follows:

¥ prize - Smt. Isha Garg, Section Officer

2" prize - Shri Sunil Kumar, SSA

3" prize - Shri Pradeep Arya, MTS
sheseskoskoskoskosk
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E-mail : pcibppeditorial@gmail.com  Website ; www.presscouncil.nic.in

PRESS RELEASE

PR/29/2021-PCI Dated 15-11-2021

The Press Council of India was set up as a quasi-judicial authority in
1966, as an internal self-regulatory mechanism for the Press to ensure ethical
and free reporting. Since then, the Council has played a significant role as
an advisory body to the legislature and other authorities and also constantly
striving to protect and preserve freedom and to raise the standards of press
in the country.

The Council, every year, on November 16, the day of its establishment
observes this day as the "National Press Day", which is symbolic of
free and responsible Press in India and is so commemorated throughout
the country. This year's topic for deliberation is "Who is Not Afraid of
Media?"

The National Press Day this year will be observed on November 16,
2021 at the Constitution Club of India, New Delhi at 11:30 a.m. Mr.
Swaminathan Gurumurthy, the eminent journalist and author will grace
the occasion as a Guest of Honour and keynote speaker. Hon'ble Shri
Justice Chandramauli Kumar Prasad, Chairman, Press Council of India
will preside over the function.
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PR/31/2021-PCI Dated 16-11-2021
PRESS RELEASE
National Press Day. 2021

Today, the Press Council of India observed National Press Day having
deliberations over the topic "Who is not afraid of Media?" at Speaker Hall,
Constitution Club of India, New Delhi.

Shri Swaminathan Gurumurthy, Eminent Journalist and Author was the Guest
of Honour. Hon'ble Mr. Justice Chandramuali Kumar Prasad, Chairman Press
Council of India [resided over the function.

Shri Swaminathan Gurumurthy in his keynote address gave insight to present
media scenario and categorized it into five stages. One as pre-independent stage,
followed by post independent stage, third as post visual media, fourth as post
liberal stage and fifth as post social media stage. While elucidating how the media
has evolved over the years in order to answer the subject of discussion 'who is not
afraid of media?' he further added that is social media there is nothing as news with
responsibility. According to him, anarchy has taken over the social media today.

He further articulated that the social media does not have the traditional
hierarchy to judge the utility of the news and its ramification in the society. Every
individual is carrier of the news with no responsibility.

The media since ages have thrived on self regulation and in absence of such
in the present system of dispensation of news made it borderless and though
having its advantages and disadvantages needs to be looked into with the prism
of regulation

After the speech, Members, Press Council of India and other participants took
part in the interaction session with the Guest of Honour.

The function concluded with the words of thanks by the Secretary, Press
Council of India.
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MINISTRY OF INFORMATION AND BROADCASTING

NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 6th October, 2021

S.0. 4107(E).—In pursuance of sub-section (5) of section 5 of the Press Council Act, 1978 (37 of
1978), the Central Government hereby notifies the names of the following persons nominated as members
to the Press Council of India for a period of three years from the date of publication of this notification in
the Official Gazette, namely:--

‘Working Journalists - Editors [nominated under clause (a) of sub-section (3) of section 5]

1.

Mr. Ankur Dua

Editor, Muzaffar Nagar Bulletin

Present Address : 224 South Civil Lines,

Muzaffar Nagar, Uttar Pradesh.

Dr. Baldev Raj Gupta

Group Editor, Express News

Present Address : 340, PKT : 1 & 2, Ekta Apartments, Sector-3
Dwarka, New Delhi.

Dr. Khaidem Athouba Meitei

Resident Editor, Hueiyen Lanpao

Present Address : Hueiyen Lanpao, Sega Road, Thouda Bhabok,
Leikai, Imphal West — Manipur.

Mr. Prakash Dubey

Group Editor, Dainik Bhaskar

Present Address : Vishambhar Bhawan,

17-A, Great Nagpur Road, Nagpur.

Dr. Suman Gupta

Editor, Jan Morcha

Present Address : A-603, Lalbag Officers Colony

Near Novelty Cinema Lalbagh, Lucknow — Uttar Pradesh.

Mr. Vinod K. Jose

Executive Editor, The Carvan

Present Address: E-8, Third Floor,

Delhi Press Building, Jhandewalan Extn, Delhi.
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Working Journalists - other than Editors [nominated under clause (a) of sub-section (3) of section 5]

7. Mr. Ansu Chakraborty
Working Journalist, Aaj Kaal
Present Address : 28, Lok Gate Road,
Post Office Cossipore, Kolkata.

8. Mr. Jai Shankar Gupta
Correspondent, Deshbandhu
Present Address : 26 B, Skylark Apartment,
Gazipur, Delhi.

9. Mr. Kingshuk Pramanik
Working Journalist, Sangbad Pratidin
Present Address : 22/8, Regent Park,
Government Housing, 131, NSC Bose Road, Kolkata.

10. Mr. Prajnananda Chaudhuri
Working Journalist, Ananda Bazar Patrika
Present Address : 244/1, B. B. Chatterjee Road,
Kolkata.

11. Mr. Vinod Kohli
Working Journalist, Utkal Mail
Kothi No. 1092, Sector 44-B, Chandigarh.

12. Mr. Gurbir Singh
Working Journalist, The New Indian Express
Present Address : 2301-01, “Strata’ Tower 4,
Planet Godrej, Keshavrao Khadye Marg,
Off Jacob Circle, Mumbai.

13. Mr. Prasanna Kumar Mohanty
Working Journalist, Indus Valley Times
Present Address : VA-29/4, Unit-2, Ashok Nagar,
Bhubaneshwar, Odisha.

Working Journalists (other than
editors) of Indian Languages
Newspapers.

Working Journalists (other than
editors) of newspapers other than
Indian Languages Newspapers.

Persons who own or carry on the business of management of Newspapers [nominated under clause

(b) of sub-section (3) of section 5]

14. Shri Gurinder Singh
Indian Observer
Present Address : 26-F, Connaught Place,
1* Floor, New Delhi.

15. Shri L.C Bhartiya
Akashdeep
Present Address : Akashdeep Sector — 11,
Agarwal Farm, Mansarovar, Jaipur.
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16. Smt. Aarti Tripathi
Jai Pradesh
Present Address : 25/26, Gokhle Vihar Marg,
Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh.

17. Shri Shyam Singh Panwar
Jan Samna
Present Address : 804, Varun Vihar, Barra-8,
Kanpur, Uttar Pradesh.

From Small Newspapers
Category.

Persons who manage news agencies [nominated under clause (c) of sub-section (3) of section 5]

18. Mr. G. Sudhakar Nair
Executive Editor, Press Trust of India
Present Address : The Press Trust of India Ltd.,
PTI Building, First Floor, 4, Parliament, New Delhi.

Member from among Persons
who manage News Agencies

Persons having special knowledge or practical experience in respect of Education and Science, Law
and Literature and Culture [nominated under clause (d) of sub-section (3) of section 5]

19. Prof. J.S. Rajput
Present Address : A-16 Sector P/7, Mitra Enclave
Oppo. Greater Valley School
Noida- Uttar Pradesh.

20. Mr. Shailendra Dubbey
Present Address : 1, Shivayatn, Hari Krishna Colony
Bilaspur, Chhattisgarh.

21. Sri Madhav Kaushik
Present Address : H. No.3277, Sector-45D
Chandigarh.

Nominated by University Grants
Commission.

Nominated by Bar Council of
India.

Nominated by Sahitya Akademi.

Members of Parliament [nominated under clause (e) of sub-section (3) of section 5]

22. Dr. K. Keshava Rao
Present Address: 21, Ferozeshah Road,
New Delhi.
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Nominated by the Chairman of the
Council of States

[F. No. M-22011/2/2020-Press]
VIKRAM SAHAY, Jt. Secy.
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MINISTRY OF INFORMATION AND BROADCASTING
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 11th November, 2021

S.0. 4700(E).—In pursuance of sub-sections (5) of section 5, read with clause (e) of sub-
section (3) of section 5 of the Press Council Act, 1978, the Central Government hereby notifies the name of
the following person nominated as member to the Press Council of India for a period upto 13™ Jul, 2024,
being the date on which he ceases to be the member of the House from which he is nominated, from the
date of publication of this notification in the Official Gazette, namely:-

Members of Parliament [nominated under clause (e) of sub-section (3) of section 5]

“Shri Rakesh Sinha
Present Address: AB-98, Shahjahan Road
New Delhi - 110011. Nominated by the Chairman of the
Permanent Address: Village — Manserpur Council of States

Distt. — Begusarai,
Bihar - 851211.”

[F. No. M-22011/2/2020-Press]
VIKRAM SAHAY, Jt. Secy.

Note : The principal notification was published in the Gazette of India, Extraordinary Part-II, Section 3,
Sub-section (ii). vide number S.O. 4107(E), dated the 6" October,2021
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NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 11th November, 2021

S.0. 4701(E).—In pursuance of sub-section (5) of section 5 read with clause (a) of sub-section (3)
of section 5 of the Press Council Act, 1978 (37 of 1978), the Central Government hereby makes the
following amendment in the notification of the Government of India, in the Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting number S.0. 4107(E), dated the 6™ October, 2021 published in the Gazette of India,
Extraordinary, Part II, Section 3, Sub-section (ii), dated the 6" October, 2021 namely:-

In the said notification, the serial number 6, and the entries relating thereto, shall be omitted.
[F. No. M-22011/2/2020-Press]
VIKRAM SAHAY, Jt. Secy.

Note : The principal notification was published in the Gazette of India, Extraordinary Part-II, Section 3,
Sub-section (ii). vide number S.0. 4107(E), dated the 6™ October, 2021.
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and Published by the Controller of Publications, Delhi-110054.  ALOKKUMAR
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