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Foreword

I am very happy to lay before the Parliament and other readers, the Annual
Report of the Council for the year ending March 31, 2006. This Annual Report
primarily contains the summary of the Council's activities in the previous year, an
account of the state of the Press in this country and also of the Press abroad, and a
statement of the audited accounts. The report is tabled in the Parliament as required
by the statute.

The present report gives an account of the complaints received from and against
the press and the number of complaints adjudicated during the year,of the number of
meetings held by the Inquiry Committee and the Council and of its other Committees.
It also gives, as usual an account of the state of the Press in the country as well as
in the world, and refers to some important development in the Press during the year.
In addition, the work done by the Appellate Board constituted under the Press and
Registration of Books Act, is also mentioned. The Seminars and Conference held
by the Council on different media-related subjects, find a reference in it.

An attempt has been made to cover all the activities of the Council as far as
possible keeping in mind the need to make the report as brief as possible. It may be,
mentioned here that to promote the concept of justice at doorstep to suit the convenience
of the parties as well as to acquaint the press and the people with the work of the
Council, the Council  has been holding its meetings as well as the meetings of its
Inquiry Committees at various places in the country. These meetings have created a
wide awareness among the people of the powers and functions of the Council. This
has in turn led to the increase in the number of persons choosing the form of the Press
Council over the legal procedure in the adjudicatory process. The Council is poised to
make strides in future in discharging the functions entrusted to it. If the Parliament
makes the relevant amendments to the Press Council Act and the Rules under it, as
suggested by the Council to strengthen it and to enable it to discharge its function more
efficiently and effectively, the Council is bound to emerge as an institution of reckoning
to promote ethical conduct in the life of the society.

The report is placed in the hands of the people with the  hope that it will prove
of interest to the readers and provide  them the requisite information about the
working of the Council.

G.N. Ray
New Delhi Chairman
March 31, 2006 Press Council of India


